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Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  during  World  War  II  were  lower  than  during 
World  War  I  and  showed  less  seasonal  variation.  These  differences  are  attributable  to 
increased  supplies  of  eggs  per  person  and  the  leveling  out  of  the  seasonal  swing  in  egg 
production.  Chicken  prices  averaged  higher  during  World  War  II  than  during  World  War  I. 
Chicken  prices  rose  sharply  in  early  July  1946  following  lapse  of  price  control,  while 
prices  of  eggs  advanced  about  seasonally.    Eggs  are  in  plentiful  supply. 
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The  Poultry  and  Bg?  Situation  at  a  Glance 


Item 


Unit 


:  Month 
I 


Average 

1Q35-UU 


19U5 


191*6 


Comment B  about  19^+6 


Farm  production 


Average  number  of  layer 
on  farms   


Bate  of  lay  per  hen 


Apparent  civilian  per 
capita  disappearance 


Frozen  eg^  production 

Dried  egg  production 

Prices  received  by  farmers 

Prices  received  by  farmers 
percentafl-e  of  parity  .... 


Eetail  price  (B.A.E. )  .. 

Egg-feed  ratio   

Stocks:  1/ 


Million  doz.      June       353.9      UU2.0  U17.7 


Million 
Number 

H 

Mil. lb. 


287.1      339.6  325.3 

1U.8     15.6    15. u 


May 


Cts.  per  doz.  June 

Percent  " 

Cts,  per  doz.  May 

Lb.  feed  June 


28 


21.9 
91 

29.5 
10.8 


35 
89.5 
12.9 
35.8 

112 
UU.5 
12. U 


3U  . 

90. U 

17.6 
33.5 

96 

1*3.5 
9.6 


Shell  . 
Frozen 
Dried  . 


Chicks  hatched 


1,000  cases 

n  II 
Mil. lb. 

Million 


Chicks  and  young  chickens 
on  farms  1/   


Prices  paid  by  farmers  for 
laying  mash   


Prices  received  by  farmers 
for  chickens   

Prices  received  by  farmers  as 
percentage  of  parity   

Setail  prices  of  chickens 
(BAE)   

Prices  received  by  farmers 
for  turkeys   

Stocks:  1/ 

Poultry  excluding  turkeys  . . 
Turkeys   

Chicken-feed  ratio   

Beceipts  of  poiiltry  at 
Central  Western  Primary 
Markets,  per  plant   


Industrial  production  (FBB). 

Wholesale  prices  (BLS): 

All  comfflodities   

Farm  products   

Honagricultural  Income  pay- 
ments (Dept.  of  Commerce) 


Dol.tier  cwt. 


June    7,851     6,120  9,76l 
5,205     6,825  7,128 
"    1+1  9 

•  92.8     183.7  55.8 

"      556.8    656.0   560. u 

"  2.59       3.55  U,26 


Poultry 


Cts.  per  lb.  June 


Percent 


Cts.  per  lb.  May 


n         n  n 


Mil. lb. 


Lb.  feed 


1,000  lb. 


June 


17.3  27.5  26.6 

109  ikO  125 

33.3  W*.2  »+5.9 

17.9  33.'*  31.2 


Decline  from  May  much  greater  than 
usual. 

Disappearance  of  layers  from  flocks 
during  Jvuie  not  much  above  normal. 

The  first  time  in  16  consecutive 
months  that  it  isn't  a  record. 

Continues  near  record  levels. 


•AheEid  of  every  year  but  I9UU. 


Little  change  In  July  even  thou^ 
ceilings  were  suspended. 


Unfavorable  for  egg  production. 


Coomercial  stocks  excluding  dry- 
ing near  record  levels. 


Tl^t  feed  situation  resulted  in 
sharp  decrease  in  hatchings. 

A  3-percent  decline  In  June  con- 
pared  with  a  usual  6-percent 
Increase. 

Beflects  Increases  in  ceiling 
prices. 


Increased  3.3  cents  per  lb. 
since  March  I5. 


M.7 
21.  U 

8^6 


16.1 


70.0 
27.3 

9.5 


95.8 
78.6 

7.6 


9.'+  18.3 


A  record,  but  withdrawals  are 
•xceedlng  any  previous  year. 


Indicates  that  chickens  passing 
through  regular  market  channels 
ahe£ui  of  last  year. 


General  business  conditions 
(Index  numbers,  1935-39=100) 


May 


11*3 


225 


160 


111.2  131.5  137.7 
115.0      170.9  180.9 

13^.1      237.7  233.1 


1/  End  of  month. 
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THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 
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■  "".Vith  the  lapse  of  price  controls  on  poultry  products  July  1,  wholesale 

chickon  prices  increo.sed  sharply  (ahout  20  percent)  but  by  mid-July  prices  had 
recedud  to  Juno  levels.    Egg  prices  during  the  first  t"ro  vreeks  in  July  did  not 
incTTaso  as  much  as  usual  and  turkey  prices  remained  a"I:jout  unchanged.  Chicken 
and  turkr^y  prioes  will  probably  be  at  least  at  last  year*s  levels  during  the 
l*eriiainder  of  1946 «    Larger  meat  supplier;  per  person  th'^.n  a  year  ago  end  near-record 
ejR  sup'oli'\^  vrill  tend  to  keen  egg  nricos  from  rising  nuch  more  than  seasonally' 
iuring  the  .-umr^er  and  fallc. 

Mark(. tings  of  all  poultry  products  vril]   oe  sm.aller  in  the  second  half  of  • 
1946  than  in  the  second  half  of  19  45  9    But  reduction  in  Ai-my  procurement  and 
large  cold  pto-"ag:-'  holding?  or^  eggs^  chickens,  and  turkeys  will  leave  at  least 
a?;  many  eg":s  a-voiiable  for  civilians  in  the  second  half  of  19  46  as  in  the  second 
h^lf  of  19.1:5,  about  as  nuch  turkey,  r.nd  ciighbly  lac?  ohicken- 

The  number  of  chicks  and  young  chickens  on  farms  July  1,  19  46  totaled  560 
riilionj  15  percent  belov.r  July  1,  19^5.     On  the  base's  ol  past  relationships^  this 
"■  ulJ.  result  in  a  reduction  of  6  to  10  percent  in  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on 
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farms  January  l.  19  47  compared  v;ith  January  1,  19  46,    High  chicken  meat  prices 
would  accentuate  this  reduction.    But  excellent  feed  crops  m.ay  temper  the  decline, 
■Vith  a  6-percent  reduction  in  laying  flocks  in  1947  compared  with  1946,  little 
change  in  rate  of  lay,   som.e  reduction  in  noncivilian  uses,   and  assuming  that 
there  vrill  be  no  exports,  there  w-^uld  be  almost  385  eggs  per  person  P.vailahle  in 
19  47,    A  lO-percent  reduction  in  output  would  result  in  an  availability  of  nearly 
370  eggs  per  person.     For  1946  egg  consumption  will  be  370  to  380  eggs  per  person, 
second  only  to  the  record  consumption  of  39  0  eggs  per  person  in  19  45« 

The  U.S,  Departm.ent  of  Agriculture  in  connection  v/ith  its  dried-egg  procure- 
ment program  reouires  dehydrators— located  chiefly  in  the  Midv/est — to  pay  farmers 
an  average  of  at  least  30  cents  per  dozen.     Price  support  in  effect  during  the 
flush  production  season  provided  that  farmers  were  to  receive  a  national  average 
of  29  cents  per  dozen — 27  cents  in  the  Midvrcst,     Prices  received  by  farmers  in 
Ilarch-June  averaged  32.4  cents  per  dozen. 

Foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  in  eggs  and  egg  products  was  negligibleif 
until  the  outbreak  of  World  ITar  II.     Thr'">ugh  1940,  neither  im.ports  nor  exports 
of  eggs  and  egg  products  were  more  than  2  percent  of  the  annual  production. 
VJar  and  tlie  passage  of  the  Lend-Lease  Act  stimulated  exports  of  eggSj  particu- 
larly in  dried  forme     Exports  reached  a  peak  of  731  million  dozen  (shell-egg 
equivalent)  in  19  44,     Exports  of  eggs  and  egg  products,  19  41  through  19  45, 
totaled  2,368  million  dozen,  shell  equivalent,  about  10  percent  ©f  the  total 
prodv.ction.     Two-thirds  of  the  exports  v/ere  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  about 
one-fourth  to  the  U.S.S.R^     Exports  during  the  next  fev/  years  probably  will  be 
small, 

Exnorts  of  eggs  and  egg  products  from  Canada  shovr  trends  similar  to 
those  in  the  United  States,     From  19  41  through  19  45,  a  total  of  259  million 
dozen,  shell  equivalent,  was  shipped,  almost  all  to  the  UKo     This  v;as  about 
one-seventh  of  the  total  production  in  Canada  for  those  5  years o 
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OUTLOOK 

BACKQ-ROUl^D.  -  Poultry  and  poultry  prodt^cts  cane  under  naxinun  price 
controls  with  the  issuance  "by  Office  of  Price  Adninistr^.tion  of 
TMPft-22  Octol3er  5,  I9U2,     This  regulation  estahlished  prices  on 
all  poultry  it ens  at  all  levels  of  distribution,  at  the  highest 
price  fron  Septenher  28  to  Octoljer  2,  19^2,   inclusive.     Mien  the 
regulation  was  issued,   egg  production  was  declining,  and  egg 
prices  were  rising  seasonally;  narketings  of  chickens  and  turkeys 
were  increasing  seasonallyo     The  regulation  at  the  tine  tended 
to  retard  further  price  increases  in  eggs,  "but  chicken  ^^rices 
declined  "because  of  seasonally  large  narketings* 

The  "freeze"  regulation  on  turkeys  renained  effective  until 
Uovenher  9»  19^2  when  MPR-269  was  issued,,     Specific  ceiling  prices 
for  chickens  and  other  poultry  itens  were  established  Decenber  IS, 
The  "freeze"  regulation  on  eggs  renained  effective  until  March 
I9U3  vrhen  IjIPB-333  was  issued. 

Egg  prices  were  at  or  helow  ceiling  levels  during  nest  of 
the  war  except  part  of  the  spring  and  sunner  of  19^3  ^-^'^  nost  of 
19^.     However,  the  gaj)  between  the  denand  for  eggs  at  ceiling 
prices  o,nd  supply  of  eggs  was  not  wide  at  any  tine.     There  was  a 
gap  betvreen  the  denand  for  and  supply  of  chicken  during  nost  of 
the  tine  that  ceilings  have  been  operative.     There  was  also  a  gap 
between  the  denand  for  and  supply  of  turkeys  fron  I9U2  until  nid- 
19^5. 

Suspension  of  Price  Controls  Woul d  Bring 

About  Increases  in  Poul t ry  Prices  - 

Without  price  control^ prices  of  chickens  and  turkeys  would  nove  upward 
in  the  next  few  nonths.     The  denand  for  chicken  has  been  exceptionally  strong, 
in  part  owing  to  the  shortages  of  red  neat  and  also  because  of  the  high  level 
of  consuner  purchasing  power,  .  "     _         ■  "     ^  "  '  \ 

In  contrast,   egg  prices  would  probably  not  be  greatly  affected  by  the 
lapse  of  price  cnntrolo     Prices  received  by  farners  for  eggs,  July  through 
Novenber,  are  expected  to  increase  sonewhat  nore  than  seasonally„     But  this 
increase  will  not  be  as  great  as  the  general  increase  in  farn  i^rices.  Civiliar 
supplies  of  eggs  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  will  be  at  least  _as  large  as 
last  year,  and  neat  supplies  "ill  be  larger^     Thus  far  during  19^6,   egg  prices 
have  not  been  pressing  against  ceiling  levels.     Per  capita  egg  consunption 
during  the  first  half  of  19^6  is  tentatively  indicated  at  about  I95  eggs, 
con]oared  with  about  205  eggs  in  the  first  half  of  19^5^     Parn  egg  ;prices  for 
the  first  half  of  19^6  averagec  3^+  cents  per  dozenj  1,5  cents  below  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  19^5» 

Dri ed  Egg  Purchases  Increased 


On  June  25  the  U.  S.  Departnent  of  Agriculture  increased  its  acceptance 
price  for  dried  whole  eggs  fron  $1.05  per  pound  for  June  delivery  to  $1.11 
per  pound  for  July  delivery.    At  the  sane  tine  nanufactures  vierc  required 
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to  certify  that  producers  received  an  average  of  3^  cents  per  dozen  compared 
with  .27  cents  required  on  previous  contractr.    Price  support  in  effect  until  the 
end  of  J-une  provided  that  farmers  were  to  receive  a  min  luiiom  U.S.  average  price 
of  29  cents  per  dozen  and,  in  the  Midv/est,  27  cents  per  dozen. 

Dried  er^,  purchases  from  June  25  to  July  I3  for  July  delivery  totaled  8! 
million  pounds.     Tnis  almost  fulfills  presently  announced  procurement  proriram 
callinsr  for  7^.5  million  pounds. 

Table  1.-  Purchases  throus:h  July  12,  I9U6,  of  dried  whole  eg^  "by  Pro- 
duction and  Marketing  Administration, 
by  months  scheduled  for  delivery 


Year 


19^+1 
I9U2 
19U3 

19U5 
19U6 


Jan.  iPeb,  [Har.  lApr.  .May  i  June  .July,  Au^*.  .Sept.  .Oct.  .ITov.  .Dec.  .Total 
 .        .        .        «         »        •        »        .  »        »         '  ' 

Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  .Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil. 

lb.     lb.     lb.     lb.    lb.    lb.    lb.    lb.    lb.      Ibl    Ib^  1'-^.  lb. 


V       -c'.-   •   ..  0„7  1.2    2.6  2.6 

ll.'U  12.9  13.1  13.1+  i'g.3  17.5  IS. 5  19.2  19.2 

7.2  20.1  12.6  21. U  17.2  10.9  19.6  19.  9  16.1 

26. U  27.0  1^.3  27.7  27.0  26.1  2I4.S  31.5  2U.2 

6.2   5.0   9.S  10.6   ^.5   0.6  0.1   0.3  — 

  U.2  1^.0  lt.8  12.2  1U.7  8.0 


?.7  ^.7  13.9  33.^ 
,22^0.25, 3 M^,,'^  206.6 
16.4  20.1^28.1  209.6 
20. U  12.8    7.6  273. S 

 .36.1 


The  USDA  has  had  in  effect  purchase  announcements  for  dri':-d  and  .f  ro.-' 
zen  eggs  for  support  purposes.    Purchase  of  dried  eg-s  und^  r  ther^e  "!ahhouhc"e- 
mer^tfi  was  negligible  because  the  procurement  pro.Tiram  for  dried  og^3  for  I'or- 
eign  nations  was  at  ^li^-htly  higher  prices  than  cmnounc-'d  for  supj  ort  pur- 
poses.   Purchase  of  frozen  '^g  rs  for  support  purposes  prior  to  July  10  totaled 
U.2  million  pounds  at  the  announced  price  of  26,75  cents  per  pound  f.o.b. 
plant.     On  June  18  the  Department  also  announced  a  pro.":ram  for  the  purchase 
of  32  million  pounds  of  frozen  eg-rs  manuf .actured  in  April,  May  or  Junc^  for 
G-reat  Britain.     As  of  July  11  purchases  under  this  progr;r.m  totaled  10.5  niil- 
lion  pounds  at  a  price  of  27.5  cents  p'  r  pound  f.o.b.  plant  plus  1  cent  for 
the  export  container.     On  July  8  the  Deportment  suspended  its  price  support 
announcement  for  dried  and  frozen  eggs,  thus  shifting  its  price  support 
efforts  entirely  to  the  procurement  programs  for  foreign  nations. 

Comm^-rcial  Hatchery  Outr'ut  Down  Shamly 

Outnut  of  chicks  by  co:.:m'- rcial  hatcheries  during  June  was  56  million, 
70  percent  belov;  June  19^5*     Shi;.rr  declines  in  hatchings  have  been  primarily 
due  to  the  tight  feed  situation,  and  the  much,  ^-reater  than  seasonal  reduction 
in  the  egg-feed  price  r^tio  vrhich  'occurred  during '.AjCril". through  June.  The 
number  of  eggs  set  on  July  1  was  75  perc-nt  below, that  nf  the  previous  year. 
Commercial  hytcheries  in  the  firf.t  C  months  of  19^4-6  produced  1,023  million 
birds,  19  percent  belov;  last  year. 

Laying  Flocks  at  Beginning  of  19^7 
to  be  Smaller  Than  iqU6 


From  January  through  June  this  .\ear  laying  flocks  declined  more  than 
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in  the  corresponding  period  of  19^5  somewhat  more  than  average.  '  The-  ntun- 

"ber  of  layers  on  farms  January  1,  19^6  v/as  about  the  same  as  on  January  1,  I9U5, 
but  the  average  number  of  layers  in  June  was  k  percent  below  that  of  June  13^^, 
Most  of  the  decline,  compared  v;ith  19^5*  occurred  in  May. 

The  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  the  third  and  fourth  quarters. of 
19^6  will  continue  below  last  year,  chiefly  because  of  heavier  rat*  of  culling 
which  has  occurred,  and  the  smaller  number  of  young  chickens  available  to  add 
to  laying  flocks. 

The  number  of .layers  on  farms  this  coming  January  1  will  be  smaller  ' 
than  on  January  1,  19^6.     The  extent  of  the  decline  is  largely  dependent  on  the 
outcome  of  feed  crops  and  the  level  of  prices  for  chickens,    -As  ef-  July  l",-the 
number  of  chicks  and 'young  chickens  on  farms,  totaling  560  million  head,  was  I5 
percent  below  July  1^  ■19^5.»     On'-the  basis  of  past  relationships  this  reduction 
v7ould  be  followed  by  a  decrease  of  6  to  10  percent  in  the  -number  of  -hens  and 
pullets  on  farms  Jaaiary  1,  19^7  compared  with  January. -1,  19^6,  • 

A  6-percent  reductio,n  in  .laying  flocks,  assuming  little  -change  in  the 
rate  of  lay,  will  resul.t  in  a  decr.ease  in  egg  production  in-  19^7"  of  approxi- 
mately the  same  maj^nitude.     Making  an  cllowance  for  noncivil-ian  u-ses  and  some 
reduction  in  stocks  but.  no  procurement  .of  eggs  for  export,  there-  would  be  ap- 
proximately 3S5  e^-^s  per  person  available  in  19^7-.    A  -lO-percent  decline  in 
productibn  would  reduce  the  supply  available  to  ab-out  370  eggs  per  person.  This 
year's  consumption  probably  will  be  370  to  3^0  eggs  per  person. 

Poultry  Meat  Market in^rs  to  Increase 
Seasonally ;  Belov/  Last  Year 

Marketings  of  chicken  are  now  increasing  seasona,lly.     Receipts  at  the 
CentreJ  Western  Primary  Markets  during  June  and  early  July  were  running  sub- 
stantially above  April  and  Ifey,  and  100  percent  grea.ter  than'  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  19^5 »  when  there  was  circumventim  of  normal  trade  channels  be- 
cause of  sales  at  aboye-ceiling  prices.     Receipts  of  dressed  poultry  at  k  prin- 
cipal markets  have  also  been  above  last  year. 

Marketings  of  chicken  meat  in  the  second  half  of  '19^6  will  be  below 
19^5 »        large  part  due  to  the  smaller  nmber  of  chickens  raised.     Also,  com- 
mercial broiler  production,  particularly  during  the  third  quarter,  will  bo  sub- 
stantially less.     The  n-umber  of  chickens  raised  during  19^6  will  be  about  I5 
percent  less  than  in  19^5*  ^^hile  commercial  broiler  output,  according  to  place- 
ments on  farms  in  selected  areas,  will  probably  be  25  to  35  percent  less  in  the 
third  quarter  of  19^6  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  19^5* 

Despite  sharply  reduced  marketings,  civilian  supplies  of  chicken  v;ill 
be  slightly  less  in  the  second  half  of  19'^6  than  in  the  same  period  of  19^5. 
Largely  offsetting  the  decreases  in  production  are  la.rge  cold,  storage  stocks 
and  a  sharp  reduction  in  Army  procurement.     Cold  storage  stocks  of  poultry,  ex- 
cluding turkeys,  on  July  1  were  96  million  pounds,  about  one-third  greater  than 
July  1,  19^5*  increase  in  commercial  stocks  over  last  year  is  even  greater, 

as  a  large  portion  of  the  stocks  held  on  July  1,  19^5  were  owned  by  the  armed 
forces.     During  July  and  August  19^5 »  ^'^s-^  Pood  Orders  requiring  the  set  aside 
of  chicken  were  in  operation  and  Army  procurement  was  heavy.     This  year  pur- 
chhses  of  chicken  meat  by  the  armed  forces  are  almost  negligible. 
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Turkey  Output  Below  Last  Year:  •' 
Civilian  Supplies  About  as  Larf^c 

Based  on  Hay  1  indications,  farners  raise  ahout  15  percent  fewer 

turkeys  in  1946  than  the  44.1  million  raised  in  1945  but  "bheir  crop  vrill  be 
above  that  of  any  other  previous  year,    ITith  a  ti[^ht  feed  situation  continuing 
through  the  summer,  the  quantity  of  turkey  in  pounds  will  'probably  shovr  a 
greater  decline  than  15  percent. 

Despite  the  sharp  decrease  in  output,  civili'^h  supplies  per  person  vrill 
be  pbout  as  large  as  the  record  quantity  of  4.3  pounds  cortsumed  in  1945.  A 
sharp, reductipn  in  army  procurement  and  record  cold  storage  stocks  vdlj  about 
offset  the  decrease  in  output.     On  July  1  there  v/ore   .79   'million  pounds  in 
cold  storage,  51  million  pounds  above  July  1,  1945  and- abftut.  5  times  prevmr. 
Army  procurement,  v/hich  in  19  45  vras  between  50  and  60  million  pounds,  v/ill  be 
substantially  reduced  this  year.  •'    ■  " 

RECENT  DEVELOPHENTS   

Farm  Output  of  Eggs  January- June  19  46  •      ,  .  ,  - 

the  Same  as  a  Year  Earlier  '  '  '  

Farm  egg  output  during -June,  totaling  418  million  'dozen,  vras  5  percent 
below  June  19  45.     The  average  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  June  vras 
4  percent  belovr  June  19  45.     Rate  of  lay,  vri'th  production  per  average  layer  of 
15.4  eggs,  was -1.3  percent  helov^  June  1945.     This  is  the  first  time  in  15  months 
that  the  rate  of  the  previous  year  vras  not  exceded. 

Farm  egg  production  for  the  first  half  of  19  46  totaled  34  billion  dozen, 
the  same  as  in  the  corresponding  period  in  1945,  and  47  percent . above  the 
1935-44  average,    A  remarkable  achievement  in  egg-production  has  been  the 
record  output  per  layer  so  far  this  year.     The  record  output  for  first  half  of 
19  46  vras  90  eggs  for  January-June  compared  irith  89  eggs  in  the  previous  year 
and  a  1935-44  average  for  January- June  of  80  eggs  per  layer, 

Withdrawals  of  Eggs  from  Storage  Begun  Early 

Continuing  the  trend  which  has  become  apparent  in  the  past  few  years, 
the  into-storage  movement  of  'eggs  during  1946  vras  the  earliest  on  record. 
Shell  eggs  moved  into  storage  in  January,  vrhlle  a  decade  ago  little,  if  any, 
into-stor'^ge  movement  took  place  bef'ore  March,    This  is  probably  a  reflection 
of  the  changing  seasonality  in  egg  production,  vrhinh  has  also  resulted  in  the 
pnst  fevr  years  in  earlier  withdravrals  of  storage  shell  eggs.     The  out-of- 
stdrage  movement  o^  shell  eggs  was  begun  in  the  second  vreek        July  this  year, 
in  contrast  to  the  usual  out-movement  w^hich  began  about  a  month. later  in  the 
1930»s, 

Cold-storage  holdings  of  shell  eggs  on  July  1,  19  "-6  exceeded  those  of 
any  of  the  previous     15    years  except  1944  and  vre re  3^  million  cases  above  July  1, 
19  45.     Frozen  egg  holdings  v^ore  also  a.head  of  last  year,  but  belovr  the  other  recent 
years.     Commercially  ovmed  stocks  of  frozen  eggs,  excluding  backlog  for  drying  pur- 
poses, are  probably  at  a  record.     Prices  of  frozen  eggs  vrere  substantially  belovr 
ceilings  during  the  spring  of  1946  because  of  the  near-record  output. 
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Storage  stock,  United  StPtus,  and  nat  storage  moyement . 
at  35  marketr, ,  specified  dates 


Item 


Shell  '^gg.r. 


Avero-f^et  19  45 


19  46 


Frozen  eggs 
(shell  equiv'/ilent ) 


1  Dried  eggsCshel 
3  equivalent) 


:t935-44J 
t  t 

# 

J Average  +  • 
t 19 56-44  t 

1945  1 
i 

1946  1 
1 

19  45 

s  1946 

!  1,000 

1,000 

1 ,  uoo" 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

\  canes 

cas''S 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Stocks,  TT.s,: 

J  6,646 

5,4:.  2 

8,683 

4,258 

6,185 

6,541 

5,734 

1,186 

1  7,851 

0,120 

9,761 

5,205 

6,825 

7,123 

4,122 

8,743 

Net  storage  move- 

inent,  35  narkets. 

week  ended  J 

1  56 

31 

19 

96  , 

23 

55 

"     13  ..0  

:  29 

19 

-49 

90 

-41 

21 

"  ?0 

Cj^  1  •••••••••• 

x  16 

-29 

51 

-  8 

!  -19 

-111 

13 

-75 

Sharp  Increases  in  Chicken  Prices t 

Egg  and  Turkey~Fri oe s  About  Unchanged 

The  temporary  suspension  of  price  controls  on  June  30  resulted  imme- 
diately in  a  s}iarp  upv;ard  movement  of  cl'ick-.;n  prices  but  little  change  in  egg 
and  turkey  prices.     Prices  of  chick'^n  increased  about  20  percent  in  the  first  few 
days  of  July,  but  by  mid- July  wore  not  much  different  tlian  at  the  end  of  June, 
Future  options  on  eggs  declin'^d  (aliout  6  cents  per  dozen)  from.  Jvoie  30  to  J^uly  16, 
Prospective  increases  in  civilian  meat  supplies  and  neor-record  cold  storage 
stocks  kept  spot  egg  and  chicken  prices  about  unchanged.     Prices  of  turkeys,  in 
part  due  to  large  cold  storage  holdings,  remained  about  unchanged, 

''^rices  received  by  farmers  f^r  poultry  products  during  June  averaged  mod- 
erately belovr  those  cf  the  previous  year.     The  average  farm  egg  price  this  year 
was  33»5  cents  per  dozen,  96  pe-^cent  of  parity,  ?>nJ  1.5  cents  below  June  15,  1945t 
Chicken  and  turkey  nrices  v/ere  about  1  to  2  cents  per  pound  below  those  of  the 
previous  year,.'  ■  • 

With  the  sharp  increase  that  took  place  in  feed  prices  fnlloving  the 
increases  in  ceilings  ■■during  Hay,  the  poultry  products-feed  price  ratios  became 
unf  a^^-orable .  .  Prices  of  feed  d.uring  the  past  few  months  increasod  about  15  porr 
cent  \«rhile  the  egg  prices  v.rere  at  tlieir  seascmal  lovr.     The  egg-feed  price  ratio, 
was  unfavorable  compare;!  vrith  other  livestock-feed  price  ratios. 
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Table  Zo-  Livf\'^tnrV-f ^ed  price  rntic:;,  specified  date 
1        Axhrv.go  To 35^'^. 4  1/     i  "" 


It 


en 


J  Jan,  15:     Jtint  15 


IQ  46  

t  I 
I  t 

»  -^an.  15  t  June  15 
J  t 


_!  19  46  as 

t percen tnge  of  swwragj 
:  : 
t  Jan.  15:  June  15 


Percent  Percent 


Eg^^-feed   J  12.7 

Chicken-feed  ..:  8.2 

Turkey-fe.-d  10,0 

Milk-'feed  ..o..:  1.32 

Buttorfat-feod  :  25^2 

Hof';-corn  ,.,..,:  12 o 3 


10.8 
8.6 
8.0 
lcl3 
22.2 
11,4 


13.8  9.6 
■    ■     '^,9  7.6 

10.9  8.9 
2/    laO  2/  1,21 
2/29.1  2/  23,7 

12.8  .  10,1 


109 
9G 
109 
113 
115 
87 


89 
88 
101 
107 
107 

89 


1/  For  the  "dairy-feed  and  hog-corn  prict.  ratios  the  averai;;t^  shown  is  for  1925-44, 
2/  Includin.^  d^iry  production  payinents. 


inilTED  STATES  TOREIIGN  TPADE  IN  EGGS  AND  EGG  PRODUCTS,  1910-45 


Exports        "Ef;,';^s  Nerlifi^lQ  Durj n^.  Vfovld  "IVar  1 

l/nti.l  the  outbreak  of  V/orld  T^ur  11,  United  Stater;  foreign  trade  in  eggs 
and  egg  products  vras  of  little  importance;.    Exports  until  19  41  never  exceeded 
thc'  equivale'nt  of  40  millioTi  dozen  rJu  11  e-'.gs  (l::;f;s  thnn  1  porcont  of  the  total 
yearly  production).    Imports,  on  on'^-  or  tv'o  occpsions  n.-iarly  reached  60  million 
dozen,  shell  egg  oquiv.l-'nt ,  but  'generally  o.veraged  about  40  million  dozeno 

Most  of  the  egg's  imported  in  thp'  t\"o  docades  from  1910  through  1930  wore 
dried  eggs,  largely  from  Chinr..     High  pric--s  in  this  country'  "^ncouraged  imports 
from  that  area.    Exports  v-orc  mainly  to  nearby  r:."ions  in  Latin  America,  During 
the  19?0*s,  the  United  Stat'^s'  foreign  trc.de  in  eg^gs  I'.ms  almost  nil,  except  in 
the  drought  years  1935  through  1937  ivh^n  annual  imnorts  av-  rnged  close  to  30 
million  dcz^n ,  shell  egg  equivalent. 

Lend-Lease  Stimul ates  Exports 

Follovdng  onactm'^nt  of  lend-l'-asc  le:  isl^'tion  in  I«-arch  1941  a  gr'^at 
expansion  in  exports  of  eggs  occurred,  pr.rticularly  in  dried  form.  Exports 
inount'-id  sharply  and  reached  a  peak  in  19 ■'.4  of  731  m.illion  dozen,  sht^ll  egg 
equivalent.  About  10  percent  of  the  total  egg  production  for  19 -Jl  through 
1945  was  shipped  t'.)  other  countries.  Early  in  the  nar,  particularly  in  1941, 
most  of  these  v;ore  in  shtill  nnJ  frrzvn  form,  but  vrith  the  increase;  in  siib- 
marine  vrarfare,  there  vas  a  chi^t  to  dried  egg.s. 

With  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  tliere  was  rem'  incr'i^as"  in  exports 
of  shell  eggs  from  th  •  United  States  t^  Eu^-jpe,     But  0  sharp  drop  in  exports 
of  dried  egr^s  occurred.     During  the  first  quarter  of  19  46,  exports  of  shell 
eggs  to  Svritzerland  totaled  over  2  m.illion  dozen.     Other  countries  7>h  ich  r';coived 
some  quantities  of  shell  eggs  vrere  Moxicc,  th'^  Philippines,  and  Caracao, 
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Prospects  for  the  lle'xt  Few  Years 

To  evaluate  the  possihiliti es  of  exports  of  eggs  and  egr,  products 
during  the  next  fevr  yeors  it  is  important  to  know  .the  points  of  desti- 
nation of  .wartime  exports  and  also  the  prewar  sources  of  supply  for  the 
importing  countries.     The  largest  recipient  of  dried  eggs  has  "been  the 
tinited  Kingdom,  with  :vl  out  two-thirds  of  the  total  dried  eggs  exported 
from  19^1  to  19^5  sOing  to  that  country,    Atout  one-f^f ourth ' of  the  total 
quantity  shipped  went  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  and  the  remainder  to  other  coun- 
tries, principally  Belgium. 

Immediately  prior  to  the  war,  the  United  Kingdom  imported  the 
equivalent  of  ahout  25O  million  dozen  shell  eggs,  primarily  from  Den-- 
marks  Netherlands,  Eire,  and  China,    A  rebuilding  of  the  egg  industry, 
which  vdll  prohahly  take  place  in  the  next  few  years'  in  the  'United 
Kingdom  and  northwestern  Europe,  will  have  r.omo  effect  upon  the  United 
States  export  position.    Also,  the . entrance  of-Canada  into  the  ex- 
port field  will  materially  affect  the  United  States^ position.  Canadian 
exports    to  the  United  Kingdom  inoteased  shaipiy  during  the  war  and 
will  prohahly  continue  at  a  high  level.     For  the  next  year  or  two, 
however,  until  the  feed  situation  in  continental  Europe  and  the 
United  Kingdom  improves,  it  is  posf^ihle  that  substantial  quantities 
of  eggs.,  although  not  as  large  as  those  in  any  of  the  v/ar  years, 
will  "be  exported.     It  does  not  appear  likely  that  any  of  the  other 
European  countries  will  he  large  customers,  particularly  at  present 
price  levels.     It  is  possihle  th3.t  there  will  he  some  increases  in 
shell-egg  Bsport?  to  countries  near  the  United  States,  hut  not  of 
significant  quantities. 
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Table  ^-  .-  Egf^s  and  egt^  pro'lucts:.   Exportc  and  Imports,  United  States, 

191C-"^5  and  January-J^arch  inl+6. 

 ,  ^  (Shell  ep-.g  equivalent)  _^  


Year  [  Total  imports  *  Total  e?T)orts  1/ 


'  1.000  dozen  1 .000  dozen 

1910  :  3,300  5,6S3 

1911   :  5,1^1  13,276 

1912  :  7,965  12,962 

1913   '  11,263  17,669 

191^  :  19,010  21,019 

1915   :  16,819  22,323 

1916  :  26,U32  2S,266 

1917  -  :  Uo, 26g  19,386 

191s  :  28,775  20,938 

1919  :  1+8, 3U5  '    •  38,789 

» 

1920  :  50,08U  26;8U2 

iy21   :  52,397  33.291 

1922  :  53,^03  '  3^,620 

1923   :  30,995       ,  ■  30,659 

I92U                                  :  Hi, 193  ■  '  •  •  28,117 

1925   :  57,666  2U,999 

1926  :  52,923  • ■ • 26,63U 

1927   :  36,216  28,707 

1928  ,. ..:  .  35.-353  20,192 

1929   :  53,293  12,075 

1^30   :  U1+,U90  18,579 

1931   :  33,563  ■  7,68U 

1932  :  10,026  2,319 

1933   :  9,609  1,866 

I93H  . . .  '  :  IM3  1,928 

1935   :  22,U95  1,812 

1936   ;  26,661+  2,098 

1937  :  31,679  2,376 

19'^8   :  6,U08  2,092 

1939   :  U,957  2,697 

19^0   :  6,71^^  1+,571  ■ 

19H1   :  15,06U  73,^11 

I9H2   :  3,1+30  1+61,1+77 

I9H3    912  '  697.092 

I9HH   :  509  730,750 

I9I+5  :  1+,181  1+65,732 

I9H6  t 

Jan. -Mar   :  I63  ^3,91? 


1/    From  1922  throuif'  19^0  negli.~ible  quantities  of  ep-f^  products  not  included. 
Compiled  from  Forei^Ti  Commerce  and  Navip;ation  of  the  United  States,  and  official 
records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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'Table        Eggs  and  egg  products  J    Imports  fvcD  Unitsd  "states  by  countries, 


CoTiiitry 


Dried 


 ^  l_  _ 

Sprod^  8  J  prod- 1  3 

:iicts  ? Shell?  acts  i Shell 

?other?         mother  s  j 

3  than  :         sthan    g  : 

}  shell  J         ;  shell  t   i 

1,000  TTcoo 


"Pro- 1 Chell :  Pried 
:  t 


;  zen  ,  '-i 


:  1,000 
i 


li,000  1,000 
do 2 4  Ibo 


lb. 


1,000  1,000 
18*  doz» 


1,000 
lb. 


1,000  1,00c 


United  Kingdom  , ; 

1. 

74,031  26, 

163 

117.97^ 

7,056  J 

-.285 

155»676 

■  0 

Canada 

124 

1,080 

lUS 

22 

0 

5 

-  h 

£0 

ITetherlands 

0 

— — 

c 

— 

0 

0 

— — *" 

0-  ■ 

■  0 

,3 

If 

" — 

0 

0 

0 

""'^  - 

0 

0 

tJ»  S»  Ss  H*  •*•:*••! 

«.—«-. 

32,127 

0 

74,254 

0 

Panajma  Canal  : 

Id 

ft 

Zone  • 0  »••..•  •  : 

2,  2g2 

35  3. 

^  /-  „ 

7 

26  'c 

^39^ 

0 

0 

Hep,  of  Panama  , ; 

2^4- 

92 

1/ 

39 

1 

21 

321 

j.U 

g 

73 

u 

3 

Switzerland  ; 

.  0 

0 

'  0 

1.276 

0 

0 

.  3^0 

0 

0 

Mexico  •  •  0  c  •  0  •  e  • : 

1 

6 

!4Ul 

2 

0 

1179 

22 

0 

Other  British  : 

West  Indies  . .  : 

{?5 

92 

6.9 

Nev;fo"andland  and: 

Labrador 

1 

17 

7 

72 

? 

0 

27 

U  ■ 

-0 

ir 

23 

5 

56 

0 

1 

IS 

0 

0 

12 

326 

377 

2 

12 

229 

■  0 

111 

315 

Philippine  Is,  , 

1 

,  50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

i!-:2  • 

i+,5ii^ 

75,5^2  30, 

SSQ 

l^lj'^^S 

7,142  5.073 

230,  3^'7 

55"i, 

All  others  , « , » ,  j 

56 

55 

127 

729 

2 

125 

3,613 

0 

2?c  tal  » I » *  •  « 

757^43  31, 

016 

i52.  21i_" 

2,i5^J 

3,19s 

233,960 

55  1, 

Country  : 

Dried  "Prozen* Shell ' 

Dried  'frozen 

'  Sliell  * 

Dri  ec 

•  • 

'Frozen' 

Shell 

United  Kingdom 
Canada  !>,•>*•«•« 
Netherlands  «o,r. 
Belgium  J  J . 

U»  S»  S((  E.»     6  e  <  (,  »  »  0 

Panama  Caixal  Zone 
Hep,  of  Panama  ♦ 
Bermuda  0  » 
Switzerland  ,,,, 
Mexico  • .  * . « • . , 
Other  B.W,  Indies  i 
Kewf,<Ss  Labrador  J 
Caba  •••••••(*»,} 

Curacao   5 

Philippine  Is,  . : 
Total  0  o .  n .  : 
All  others 


« 0  •  * ,  • 


ICOO 

Ibe 

1^37299 
46 
0 

75,532 

0 

1/ 

2 

33 

0 

26 

u 

0 

  0_ 

23379  3S" 


1000 

lb. 
0 


1000 

dOZr_ 

0 
10 


ICOO 

63.637 
6% 


1000 
Ibc 


^1.P77 
60,-113 
0 


Total  •c.l'^OnO 


0 

0   

0 

0  0 

0  66'+ 

0  39  1 

0  0  75 

3  2,667  12 

6  30 

0  30  0 

0  275  3 

10  313  0 

JO     J---   6 

13  ~li,02g  135^950 

_0  67  6J77 
IjJ  5, 69'5  iT^ 


1000 
doz, 

60 


(J 
■  0 

c 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0  '4,30s 

0  1 

0  B 

0 

13  402 

0   


1,153 

2U5 
Ig 

0 


^4 
0 

-5^ 


0,373 

„  101 
67^" 


1/  Lass  ttan  5OO  pouno-s. 
Compiled  from  Jcroign  Commerce  end  Navigation  of  the  IT.  5., 
the  Bareau  of  the  Census« 


1000 

^ISl  ■ 

oOl 

9 
0 

0 

29 
1/ 

"b 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
_0 

"039 

U,g87 


ICOO 
0 

0 

*l6 
1 

.0 
2 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 


19 

ll 


1000 

—0  ^ 

15  ^ 

622  ^ 

.go 

0 

2,110 

595 
3 

0 

19 

122  ' 

3,615 

3i652_ 


\ 


and  oflicial  rocord  of 
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CANADM  EXPORTS  OF  ESaS  AI^D  EGG  PHODUCTS,  1939-^+5 


Exports  of  eg^s  and  eg^r  products  from  Canada  dm'ing  Vorld  War  II  have 
shown  trends  similar  to  those  of  the  United  States,     In  prewar  years,  exports 
from  Canada  averaged  about  one  million  dozen  shall  eggs  a  year.    But  following, 
i^he  oufbreak  of  hostilities  in  ©irope  sharp  increases  in  exports  occurred,  par- 
ticularly to  the  United  Kinr:;dom.    Exports  from  Canada  reached  the  equivalent  of 
116  million  dozen  shell  eggs  in 

•Exports  of  rtiell  eggs  from  Canada  wore  negligihle  until  13^^*    The  decline 
in  submarine  warfare  and  the  end  of  the  war  in  19^+5  gave  impetus  to  increased 
jhipmonts  of  shell  eggs  to  the  U.K.     In  I9U5  about  UO  million  dozen  of  shell  eggs 
yero  sent  from  Canada  to  the  U.K.,  about  one-third  of  the  total  shipments  of  eggs. 
Exports  of  dried  eggs  in'l9U2  were  almost  S  million  pounds,  but  by  19^+5  reached 
nearly  25  million  pounds,  almost  all  of  this  quantity  going  to  the  U.K. 

Of  the  total  Canadian  egg  production  from  I'^kl  to  19^5 »  ''^•bout  onc-sevonth 
vjas  exported.     At  the  export  peak  in  1945*  shipments  accounted  for  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  production.     Contracts  for  1914-6  .'^Jid  I9I+7  between  tho  United 
Kin£;dora  and  Canada  call  for  the  delivery  of  l,750f^OO  cases  of  shell  eggs  and 
5^000  tons  of  dried  egg  each  yer?r  (equivalent  to  abo  -.t  S6.  million  dozen  shell 
eggs  a  year). 

Table  6,-  Production,  ?;nd  exports  of  eggs  and  eg,-:  products  Canada,  1939~45 


Year 

[Production 

1  Mil,  doz. 

1939' 

t  229 

!  2I+2 

1  251 

I  286 

322 

368 

191*5 

395 

Exports 
 D.r3.9a. 


Total 


United 
Kingdom 


Total     :  United 
J  Kingdom 


_:Total  shr.ll  egg  oqui— 
?  .  valont 

•    Tot'-'l      •  United 
L  Kingdom 


Mil,  doz.    Mil,  doz.    1^000  lb.  1,000  lb.    Mil,  doz.    Mil,  doz. 


1 
11 

15- 

■'6 
1 
1 

1+2 


1 

11 

15 
k 
0 
0 

ho 


13,59^ 

18,988 
2l+,S50 


2/ 

2/7i-662 
13,1+1+9 

18.952 

21+.1+93 


1 

11 

16 

29 
1+1 

57 

116 


1 

11 
15 
27 

iw 

56 
113 


powdered,  ■  '    \  /'-■'.'>.''      1.  " 

2/ Hot  separately  reported. 
1/ Mfirch  1,  to  December  1, 
J  freliminary. 

Jonpiled  from  Canadian  Yearbook,  and  Trade  of  Canada,  Volume  II,  Exports. 
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-  it  - 

BAE  "SimTIOH"REPORTS 


The  Cotton  Situation  . 

The  Dairy  Situation 

The  Demand  and  Price  Situation 

The  iFarm  Income  Sit-uation 

The  Fats  and  Oils  Situation' 

The  Feed -Situation  f"-' 

The  Fruit  Situation 

The  Livestock  and  Wool  Situation' 

The  Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation 

The  National  Food  Situation 

The  Poultry  and  Eg^  Sittiation 

The  Totacco  Situation  .  .. 

The  Vegetahle  Situation 

The  Wheat  Situation   ;  ' 

The  World  Sugar  .Situation  ■     .  •■ 

The  ahove  reports  are  availahle  free  upon  request.    Address  req_uest 

.;■  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  : 

U-.  S.  Depar"tment  of  Agriculture  r 
Washington  25,  D,  C. 


(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Quarterly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Oua.rterly) 

(Quarterly) 


(Bi-monthly ^except  monthly  fo 
July  and  August) 
('Annually) 


